Pets In
paradise

Taking your pet Down Under? The secret to a smooth stress-free
move for your pet is to plan ahead, writes expat Vicky Gray...
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is not a decision to make

lightly. I was all for
leaving my two cats in

loving home in England,

clderly 1:,::1}:

B e e e
Didgeridoos'&
Didgeridon’ts

3
Vicky Gray -
b a4

and for that reason, I decided to
e them with me to live out their
twilight years in a place in the sun.
Your first impression may be
it is rather a performance to take
your animals overseas, especially
vhe ‘have so many other
3 %rld to, but help is at
professional companies

GETTING THERE

friends, check that the shipping

company can organise:

ights, documentation and
veterinary requirements.
' Boarding and grooming
- A collection service to wherever

~ youlive.
-

ivery to the airp
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they meet a certain construction
criteria and will put your mind at
rest about the animal’s travelling
safety and comfort. They will
have adequate ventilation for the
animal and will be ‘nose and paw
proof’, which conjured up many
distressing images.

All animals entering Australia must
have an import permit prior to
shipment and be microchipped.
Your shipping company will
have a list of approved veterinary
surgeons in your local area, so you
can hold their paw whilst they
receive this little requirement.
Immunisations do change
periodically, but generally the
rule is that dogs must be fully
vaccinated against distemper,
hepatitis, parvovirus, parainfluenza
and kennel cough.
Cats get a better deal and
only have to have vaccinations
against feline enteritis, feline
rhinotracheitis and feline
calicivirus. Your pet shipping
company can provide with updated
information about vaccinations.
Both dogs and cats must be
vaccinated at least 14 days before
the flight (and not more than 11
months before) and they must
be sprayed and wormed within a
specified time of travelling.
Vaccination and blood test
certificates must accompany the
animals during shipment. Still
want to bring them along?
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Once their Aussie adventure has
begun, pets are given a thorough
veterinary check and will then be
transported to their new halls of
residence at the quarantine station.

Although AQIS do not allow
you to Vvisit your precious pets on
the day of their arrival, you can
visit and interact with them during
their stay. Visiting hours vary, so
check with your station.

All animals must complete a 30-
day quarantine stay and facilities
are located in Sydney, Melbourne
and Perth. Arrangements can be
made by your shipping company
to transport them to the other
states, once their 30-day sentence
is complete. They do not get out
early for good behaviour!

Cost is another factor to
consider when you are thinking of

transporting your treasured pets...
My two cats both hailed from the
wrong side of the alley, and never
cost me a penny — so it was a bit of
a wrench to fork out A$1,000 per
cat to bring them over —but I could
never have left them behind, even
if I had managed to find a sweet
(slightly blind) elderly lady without
high cat standards! “.)

USEFUL CONTACTS

Par Air: www.parair.co.uk
Ladyhaye: www.petravelagent.com
Jets4Pets: www.jets4pets.com
PetAir UK: www.petairuk.com

JCS: www.jcslivestock.com
Airpets: www.airpets.com

www.getmedownunder.com



